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Committed 


Ar Phmouth. 


On the Bodies of 
AN ANTIENT WOMAN AND HER DAUGHTER, 


By the M-licious Con:rivance of a Nurie they entertain'd in the 


Houle, aid an Ayprentice-Maid ; Who agreed to Poyton their 
Two Miftrefſes ; And accordiiugly effected it, by boy'ing Aercury 
n their Broth, upon a Sunday as they were at Church : Infomuch 
that having eaten but a little of the Broth,they dyed with':: . very 
fey Hours. 


With an account of the obſtirate ang ſtedieft detiials of Elizabeth 


Cary the Nurſe , rotwitiftanding the impenci-iear of Aru Evans 
the Appreniice-M 1d, woo hath cont<0ed thi! ths ” were b0:h 
Guilty of the Murder, 2-6 accordincly they”, -» Sentencec, one t:) 
be Hang'a, ile other to be Biirned to Doath at £20 * .iclatd, 
upon the 3orh. oi tis inſtant ZL-+;þ, 1576, 


NL icenſev, . ©ldenbutis. 
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Puinted foz John Pillet. 
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Of a Barbarous 


MURDER 


Committed at 
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Lihough rFere is frarce a Connty to be 
named throughout all the Circwirs of this 
Lent- Aſhzes, thir has not afforded us vc= 


ry fad inſtances of moſt barbarous and bloody 
murders; yet I dare affirm there is none that at- 
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There lately lived a Gendewsd lah th, her 
Davg! ter , both of very good fafltos and repute, 
inſomuch thar I ſhall nor expoſe their namcs to 
the-World, in regard ir ſeems not very material 
to ſuch as have no acquaintance 1m thole parts 3 

and for thoſe that have they cannot be unacquairi- 

_ - red with a ſtory fo notoriouſly known in all parts 

: of the Welt, eſpecially in the Countys of Devon 
x © _ and Cornyel. | 


This young Gentlewoman being married, lived 
it ſeems in the ſame houſe with her Mo:her, and 
either for her berrer cconventence "or {arisfaQtion 
choſe to keep a Nurſe , who living in the houſe 
with the Mother and Grandmother of the Child, 
proves 10 be of a very ungrarcful and malicious 
ſririr ; and in! proceſs, of time (for what cauſe | 
x10w nor) contrived the means of putting them 


; both to Death : To etfe& this, ſhe imparrs the 
I ſecret ro a Wench of abour Eighreen Years of 
- Age, living likewife in the hovſe in the nature 


of an Apprentice-Maid. Having communicated to 

her a ſecret of this importance, the Reader may 

imagine there were no Injun tions to. ſecrefie , 

wanting on the one hand , nor proteſtations of- it 

; | _ on the other : ſo thar the matter- beins- mutually 
agreed upon , the manner of executing it was the 
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came tt EO! 45s as the malice of the De: vil 


could 142%”. or the wir of a revengeful woman ' 
igver ., but. poyſoning was loo'd upon a5 rheſa- © 
feſt, and :unſequently ag:ced to as the belt cxpe- 
dient ro accomplith rhis br Nith dcfign, Adin or- 
der ro this the Maid was employed as tie” ficrelt 


agent to procure ſome Mercury in the town, witch 


whether by her  inrerclt, or undet. ſome * fpecio IN 
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preterce, ſhe in thort time effected; notwirhſtar- 
di27 the protita:rions rhar are made, and: the care 


tizar is (or Ought to be ) raken to the contrary. 


- All things now being in-readinelſs, there' Re- 
mained norhing wanting bur' an'opfortunity, which 
they who refolve to att ill ſeldome want long : 
For Sunday being ncar at hand, andeither by cu- 
ſtome or particular order, the Pot defizn'd 'te be 
ſer on, they agreed to intuſe their Mercury in the 
Broih , which was concluded on as” the fecurett 
way , in rcgard that upon any ſufpttion they mighr 
plead accident for ir, This accordingly they cffe&- 
ed on tre Sunday following, and witle the. Mi- 
ſircſſes were in the 3 emple ſerving God, and pro- 
viditg- for the welfare of their ſouls, the ſervants 
remained at home doing Vaſſalage to *rhe Devil, 
and contriving the dcſtru@ion of their bodies, all 
which. they 'accompliſhed accordipg!y. For at thcir 
return from Morning Sermon”, being ſomewhar 
cold, they cach of them call'd for a meſs of warm 
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broth, which they had no ſooner caten, by im- 
mediately they began to ſwell, and to-frd in them- 


ſelves all the ſimpromes of being poyſoned, which 
increas'd ſo faſt upon them that in ſpight of all 
remedies and antidotes that could be thought of 
or given to them in few hours they dyed, Here- 
upon , not onely their Relations bur even the whole 
| : 2g 8 to be alarm'd with ſo ſad an ecci- 
dent, and upon the concurrence of accidents to 
ſuſpe& the rwo Criminals of being as guilty as 
really they were : upon this ſuſpition they were 
examined before a Fultice of the Peace, and fenr 
re Plimonuth Goal , whence they were removed to 
Exeter, there to. be arraigned at.the next Aﬀſizes. 
In this intervalg Divines and others. applyed them- 
ſelves ro the priſoners, endeavouring by follicita- 
tions and perſwafions ro work them to a confet- 
fon ,.to which the Nurſe would by no means be 
wrought, . bur continued in, obſtinate denyals of her 

any. way concern'd. in the fa, either as a.« 
{ary.. or. principal 3. but. the Maid tho' ſhe con- 
rinued 4 long time. very ftubbora,, yer at the [2ſt 
confeiled the whole truch ; how. that the Nuiſe 
had, inſtigated, her io:poyſon her Miſtrefſes , and 
had Fred her wich..the promife of a ſum of mo- 
ney.to prociite the; Mercury , with each particular 
circumſizice as: I have before related. Nevertheleſs 
though the Maid continued thus free in her core 
feſsion , when they. came to - be arraigned , the 
Nurte, continued. 2s [knpudeng in, her .denyals, both 
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before ang at her tryal, and after her 'condem- 
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Many have been the furmifes and Opintons of 
men concetning the moxives that induced the 
Nurſe to an aft fo horrid and. deteſtable ; 
ſome ſay barely malice, others, hopes of gain, but 
whatever is alledged in this - cale can be no 
mo-e than Conj.Aural , ſince (he has hitherto 
kept ir within her own Wicked and (tubborn_ 
brealt, As for the the Maid, ſhe fcems to be ve-- 
ry penitent, and continues ſtedfaſt in her accri- 
mination of the Nurſe, to be the incendiary and 
chick cortriver of ſo horrid a murder 5 Upon 
which and*otner circumſtantial evidence, they both 
received the {entence of Death, the fifteenth of 
"is inſtane March, at Exeter tn Devonſbire : The 
Nu ic to be hang 'd, and the Maid to be turned 
to Death at Plimouth, as betng convicted of per= 
tr Treaſon for murdering her Mitreſs , contrary 
to the {latute in that cafe made and provided ; 
wich fcritence is accordingly ordered 'to be pur 
in Exccution the- ;oth, of this inſtant arch, 1676. 
Miniſters and others endeavcuring in the mean 
time ro perſwade the Nurſe ro make a free Con- 
telston of her puilt to God and the world, which 
4iS hoped will be fo far prevalem with her, fo to 
awaken her out of that Lethargy , and melt her 
Obdurate heart into contrition and' penitence. 
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